FORM T

Direct Assessment of Writing
Grade 8
Persuasive

Writing Prompt

More and more people use computers, but not everyone agrees that this
benefits society. Those who support advances in technology believe that
computers have a positive effect on people. They teach hand-eye
coordination, give people the ability to learn about faraway places and
people, and even allow people to talk online with other people. Others
have different ideas. Some experts are concerned that people are
spending too much time on their computers and less time exercising,
enjoying nature, and interacting with family and friends.

Write a letter to your local newspaper in which you state your opinion on
the effects computers have on people. Persuade the readers to agree with
you.

When you write, be sure to
e state your opinion about the effects of computers.

e give detailed reasons that will persuade readers of the local newspaper to
agree with your position.

e organize your ideas well and present them clearly.
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General Guidelines:

e The ' grade seven and eight written responses are first drafts written by students in
forty-five minutes in reaction to a prompt designed to elicit persuasive writing. Trained
readers score these timed responses holistically, which means that they determine a score
based on the overall impression most often gained from a single reading of the response.

e This rubric outlines a six-point scale. Each score point on that scale is described by an
overall statement which captures the essence of the response. The elements of the
response (elaboration, organization, fluency and audience awareness) that are #ypical for
that score point are described below the overall statement. Individual responses may be
stronger in one feature and weaker in another. In other words, the list of features at each
score point, while helpful, cannot perfectly describe every response in a score-point
category.

e A committee of expert readers uses this rubric as a guide to select anchor papers for each
score point. Anchor papers are examples of actual student work. The committee prepares
an anchor set composed of several papers at each score point. They deliberately select
papers to show an appropriate range of writing skill for each score point and to represent
the variety of approaches students take when addressing the writing prompt. Trained -
readers rely heavily on these anchor sets to guide their scoring. ’

e Errors in spelling, punctuation, grammar, and usage are not considered as part of the
criteria for scoring *writing samples. Also, papers receive a score based on the
work the student did complete even if they seem to be unfinished. Because the
writing sample is a timed response, it is generally assumed that these errors and
omissions could have been corrected if the student had been given an opportunity to
revise and edit. Readers are therefore trained to read through these errors when they
score student papers. '
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Score Point 1: An undeveloped response that may take a posmon but offers no more than very
minimal support.
Typical elements:

e Contains few or vague details.

e s awkward and fragmented.

e May be difficult to read and understand.

e May show no awareness of audience.

Score Point 2: An under-developed response that may or may not take a position.
Typical elements:

e Contains only general reasons with unelaborated and/or list-like detalls

e Shows little or no evidence of organization.

e May be awkward and confused or simplistic.

e May show little awareness of audience.

Score Point 3: A minimally-developed response that may take a position, but with inadequate
support and details.
Typical elements:

e Has reasons with minimal elaboration and more general than specific details.

e Shows some organization.

e May be awkward in parts with few transitions.

e Shows some awareness of audience.

Score Point 4: A somewhat-developed response that takes a position and provides adequate
support. :
Typical elements:

e Has adequately elaborated reasons with a mix of general and specific details.

e Shows satisfactory organization. '

e May be somewhat fluent with some transitional language.

e Shows adequate awareness of audience.

Score Point 5: A developed response that takes a clear position and provides reasonably
persuasive support.
Typical elements:

e Has moderately well elaborated reasons with mostly specific details.

e Exhibits generally strong organization.

e May be moderately fluent with transitional language throughout.

e May show a consistent awareness of audience.

Score Point 6: A well-developed response that takes a clear and thoughtful position and provides
persuasive support.
Typical elements:

e Has fully elaborated reasons with specific details.

e Exhibits strong organization.

e Is fluent and uses sophisticated transitional language.

e May show a heightened awareness of audience.



Score Point 1: An undeveloped respohse that may take a position but offers no more than very
minimal support.

Typical elements:
e Contains few or vague details.
e [s awkward and fragmented.
e May be difficult to read and understand.
e May show no awareness of audience.



_DIRECTIONS

_Begin wntmg your paper on the lmes below Only what you-wnte on:pages 5: through_
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Score Point: 1

This is an undeveloped response with few details. The writer states that computers
" benefit society in many ways and provides a few unelaborated reasons (you learn
. better; you develop a better memory; show you how to get to a proxy). The response is
brief with minimal support; more elaboration is needed for a higher score.
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DIRECTIONS G-

Begin writing your paper on the lines below. Only what you write on pages 5 through
7 will be scored.
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Score Point: 1

The writer of this undeveloped response believes that computers do not have an effect
on people (people can get off their computers anytime they want) but are good to have
for a few reasons (you can cash your check, talk to people, get a job). The response is
brief with very minimal support; more development is needed for a higher score.
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Score Point 2: An under-developed response that may or may not take a position.

Typical elements:
e Contains only general reasons with unelaborated and/or list-like details.

e Shows little or no evidence of organization.
e May be awkward and confused or simplistic.
e May show little awareness of audience.



DIRECTIONS

Begin writing your paper on the lines below. Only what you write on pages 5 through
7 will be scored.
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Score Point: 2

This is an under-developed response. The writer states the position that “computers are
just fine” and provides three reasons in support (do things the easier way; do college
homework; communicate with family and friends). The first two reasons are
unelaborated, but the third includes a brief extension (make up an e-mail address and
sign up). There is little evidence of organization, but there is enough development for a
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DIRECTIONS N

Begin wntmg your paper on the lines below Only what you write on pages 5 through - |
7 will be scored
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Score Point: 2

This writer takes the position that computers are bad for people and provides a few

" reasons supported with some specific details (damages your eyes, websites and -
games). However, there is little evidence of organization, and the response is under
developed overall. More elaboration is needed for a higher score.
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DIRECTIONS

Begin writing your paper on the lines below. Only what you write on pages 5 through
7 will be scored.

C/(\-(\'\\DQ>f &S Neve OeOCy L ve o) C?O'EA.}t‘\JC caNceq (LAELES,

E’)f EXomole Voode e (‘D‘C-y O “K‘— CC‘wmQt.A~<‘(‘ when {hey

%-C,-L Noavie v CJ\UCS C‘;Q A(Alﬂg jr\ner"( \L)rs(\”("-«/o(‘\l- aalV LN

krm e loccs Q_\;CrhA@"v L0 Schon ) }[QLJ ' e €O 2 \'C\ Ce J-n
C(wr\()ust\e(b Lo )—\’Wc.\— S 'H’?z:,y 0o hé"o becuwse
{“\ﬂey c\m(\‘ \ uno\ T s—ke.r\(\ 1 ~\- /1) l Ve ie (‘)c*,‘:cw L\rﬂ(-\ L.

00deC__SNand) Y dhen ey celt (ee \-"ﬁc:ircﬁmnA\c-'v des
v 1
\q&lﬁ \'\f)ﬁmn LO (mmnu!*cj?:& \'\G’ ("3 NS \AI:IH (R4 KR 1()(\[

‘l"h \ Y'?C\‘::» } }Lc; Sm\xeﬁ \nmmcuac\c- o&‘*c\\ec.\f« Qc:.&* wcf\l oS

erhen), end) cneay  Many mose bhings \ L\mk
'\'\n& \’ ot 5& ey el Ck \~‘&"(;’c.m\ 3 é)c«(ﬁ é)t j&— U’r’.(f.‘

Score Point: 2

This writer thinks that computers have both negative (bad grades in school) and positive
effects (help with homework). Much of the elaboration is either general (they don't
understand it) or list-like (taxes, homework, projects for work or school), and the
response is under developed overall. Some organization is demonstrated through the
use of basic transitions (for example, also), but more elaboration is needed for a higher
score.
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Score Point 3: A minimally-developed response that may take a position, but with inadequate
support and details. '

Typical elements:

Has reasons with minimal elaboration and more general than specific details.
Shows some organization.

May be awkward in parts with few fransitions.

Shows some awareness of audience.
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DIRECTIONS

Begin writing your paper on the lines below. Only what you write on pages 5 through
7 will be scored.
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Score Point: 3

This is a minimally-developed response with inadequate support and detail. The writer
takes the position that computers can be harmful to the eyes and then addresses eye
damage to three groups of people (kids, teens, adults). A few specific details are
included (sensitive eyes, MySpace), but elaboration is minimal. Some organization is
demonstrated but few transitions are used. Overall, the response is sufficiently

—— developed to move into the score point “3” range.
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DIRECTIONS

Begin writing your paper on the lines below. Only what you write on pages 5 through
7 will be scored.
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Score Point: 3

The writer of this minimally-developed response thinks that computers have a positive
effect on people and presents three reasons in support (talking to other people on the
internet; learning about far away places; helping with school). Some specific details are
provided (MySpace; Egypt or Brazil), but the elaboration is inadequate and often
general (help you get information for things). The response shows some organization,
but more specific development is needed for a higher score.
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DIRECTIONS

Begin writing your paper on the lines below. Only what you write on pages 5 through
7 will be scored.
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Score Point: 3

This writer takes the position that the effects of computers are different for everyone (it

all depends on how you spend your time) and offers suggestions to parents to get their

——  ¢child off the computer (give them a time limit; get security; get them into sports). The

[(O response is minimally developed with inadequate support. Stronger organization and
more development are needed for a higher score.
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DIRECTIONS

‘Begin writing your paper on the Imes below. Only what you wrlte on pages 5 through -
7 will be scored A : :
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Score Point: 3

" This writer thinks that computers do not benefit people and offers several examples to
support this position. While there are some specific ideas (eating Twinkies in front of the
computer, staring mindlessly at a computer), elaboration is mostly general (people are
wasting their life) and sometimes repetitive (jogging and biking). The response
demonstrates some organization, but the elaboration is minimal overall. More specific
development is needed for a higher score.
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Score Point 4: A somewhat-developed response that takes a position and provides adequate

support.

Typical

elements:

Has adequately elaborated reasons with a mix of general and specific details.
Shows satisfactory organization.

May be somewhat fluent with some transitional language.

Shows adequate awareness of audience.
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DIRECTIONS

Begin writing your paper on the lines below. Only what you write on pages 5 through
7 will be scored.
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Score Point: 4

This is a somewhat-developed response in which the writer addresses three positive
benefits of computers (better hand-eye coordination; learning about faraway places;
chatting with friends and family). Elaboration is an adequate mix of general and specific
details (clicking and mouse moving; The Andes of Chile; talk to her with a webcam).
Organization is satisfactory, and there is enough development for a “4."
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DIRECTIONS

Begin writing your paper on the lines below. Only what you write on pages 5 through
7 will be scored.
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Score Point: 4

In this somewhat-developed response, the writer takes the position that children spend
too much time on the computer and presents some negative effects while also providing
advice to parents on how to help. Elaboration is an adequate mix of general (do
something else) and specific details (when it's 85° outside). Organization is satisfactory,
though there is minor repetition in the third paragraph, and the response is somewhat
fluent. More in-depth and specific development is needed for a higher score.
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Score Point: 4

This writer takes the position that computers have a positive effect on society and
presents three ways that computers can be helpful (if you're bored, to gather
information, to talk to other people). Elaboration is an adequate mix of general (that's a
lot of people) and specific details (go to Google; make YouTube accounts and create
streams). Even though there is some repetition, the organization is satisfactory with
some use of transitions. Stronger organization and more in-depth development are

needed for a higher score.
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Begin writing your paper on the lines below Only what you write on pages 5 through
7 will be scored.
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Score Point: 4

The writer of this somewhat-developed response chooses to examine both the positive
and negative effects of technology as a whole before concluding that technology isa .
benefit to society. Elaboration is an adequate mix of general (learn things about places) -

and specific details (an electric socket overloaded or a computer overheated).
Satisfactory organization is demonstrated through the use of transitional language, and
the response is somewhat fluent. Many examples are provided, but more in-depth and
specific development is needed for a higher score.
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Score Point 5: A developed response that takes a clear position and provides reasonably
persuasive support.

Typical elements:
e Has moderately well elaborated reasons with mostly specific details.
e Exhibits generally strong organization. '
e May be moderately fluent with transitional language throughout.
e May show a consistent awareness of audience.
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Score Point: 5

- This developed response contains three moderately well elaborated reasons that -
explain why computers do not benefit society (not spending enough time with family;

| - causing harm to nature; not exercising enough). Each reason is elaborated with mostly - |

specific details (family time increases grade level by 15% and reduces crime rates by

38%). The response exhibits generally strong organization with transitional language ~ |

throughout and is moderately fluent. There is enough specific development for a score
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Score Point: 5

The writer of this developed response takes the position that computers have a positive
effect on society. Each of the three reasons are moderately well elaborated using
" mostly specific details that include personal examples (just last week | was in need of
help on homework), statistics (10 out of 20 people have gotten their college diploma
over the internet), and quotations. Effective transitional language (in fact; but I'm not
the only one) contributes to the overall fluency of the response, and organization is |
generally strong. More in-depth elaboration is needed for a "6.” ’
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7 will be scored.

Hove 0ou e wondered how MUCh +iMe QoY

SD((\c\ ON JrF}Q cCompute ™ eaCh dau?Ha\/c CO[Y\\fJDU'f'Grf

Slec ootten In Hhe. Wiy 0 Fhe e impPolank

o

inas in tife ZMosHy all people would agree

H\fo\JComnquch 4o f\‘wtj NWOUMS have. G hﬁﬁ)G'P it

1o them ' Even T complerelq agree HhGh
Compute s have o Very TaCking €fPect

o Oeo ple. This js_because The Fite Spent of

comnurers Usually cuts indo t-ime Spent

|
N €Yercise, tYAve ling_ond exploCifg +he

orld, and_especioly with their beloved

@m\b{ and Ehvends?

First o€, Moy Arericns lfost neve
B¢k enovah Hime 4y exercise daily. Ahout

B5% o Americas population,anyBq ¢, is

oVeCwe io k. TS dbably has cameds o

N

reculk [cause of Re fecetit odvarces in

rec\poloay soch 05 commpUters. \Would yov

heC SPENA UOUE whole [rte being vt

Page 5 GO ON

|

g(u 2830123
2

vl

—_— N ™A



N )

o - Sm—

PRFRsAar=

G-)44,

whhile uau coold be. healthu add boppy, abovr
0ouesttt? Tm ot sure abbut the cest of!
Heeeeica, hut T would much rather be
heodthe ond Lt Computers and ofhe. New
tec ol hoe made. us pick Them over
M - foshianed exercising ety is 4o e
enioning, |ite_as unbealthy is discay@gerchi:
DBNE 6T computers ot i The woy ot'your

St g&x IS and dreces !

_ Arother crason dort o USE ComputeCs o
et 1550 Uou o explore the wondeCtul
plopt ot La(Fh Thee afe so mMady kerrer

Phings ou <ol ld be. daing Hhad ofe uch
MO (e exciting than compbters FoC eample,
The Grand Goouon. The. Gand Conuen is o
DoraeaU s 60d breath-taking lapdima Ok .
Fsriod oF fesearching ebOuE ths majestic
Con B0 could e risaring A ety deal.
b Lonld in Amer ica. have—hever beeh outside
Feei e Thece's so much ma® 4o explore These
doys !;’:&@%‘%eur ovide. of The Geead- (Wall ot

Page 6

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA

WYply 2830123 EEONOROONNEEONOONNONMONOO 2830123

f

F



C”}(’/c

C hina, Ron Falks. £xpects like Ron know how ik
tine_on Eolth we gl hovefWhich is exteemely mini-

mal, 50 he iSrying +o_pecsuade evenjone fo
rrove| ond_explierhefore it's 4ot

Lost bot debnetly ot jeast i you'te on
fhe. compter oll yaC lng Kow will oy ever spendF
Hime with &owff be loved Lamilu, Gnd dear Hriends?
Lost v ing, be st fhiend was sopposed 4o _have a
Larni]u 0odhering wHh her (elagives fram Oregon,
who She~balely even seesofce o year: She (PRsed
10 00 Sif\Ce N pocents would AF e+ ke onthe

e enet +he whale day. As simple o thad,ampotess
on feal” oot Qenilies. Mote. tha )% of feople
o the WOld tevec oer 40 See ofR Side ot
e ir Rl What is theqause ot this T Could i-le=
n i@%[\j odvanced cOn\glfr@B AN (cx‘MoI;os?OF urse.

T conclusion, Gomute are not beneficial
Q¢ Hhe people of America hecouse this +ime QUM ke
oDt exeteising, ovelling the vost warld, and spend -
iy rime with fatnily and friends. Dont [ef Com@’-m'ers
g@r N e wqfOF Yyour [i fe-act Pow ! @

Page 7

5(_0 c 2830123

_ hgngnana




G2

Score Point: 5

In this developed response, the writer takes the position that computers have had a
negative effect on society and addresses three ways that computer time is cutting into
more important things (exercising; traveling and exploring; family and friends). These
reasons are moderately well elaborated with mostly specific details (53% of America’s
population is overweight) and effective rhetorical questions. The response is fluent and
exhibits strong organization. More development is needed for a “6.”
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Score Point 6: A well-developed response that takes a clear and thoughtfui position and provides
persuasive support.

Typical elements:
e Has fully elaborated reasons with specific details.
e Exhibits strong organization.
‘e Is fluent and uses sophisticated transitional language.
e May show a heightened awareness of audience.
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Score Point: 6

| This writer states that “computers are the future, and we need to embrace it" and
~ presents three reasons in support (improvement to hand-eye coordination; instant and
endless information; ways to stay in touch with friends). Each reason is fully elaborated
with specific details (search engine or database; how to fold a napkin to look like a
bunny) and personal examples. Effective word choice (hone, re-assess, at your own
| leisure) and rhetorical questions (want to find the year of George Washington's death?)
| contribute to the fluency and specificity of the response. Organization is strong with
sophisticated transitional language, and the response is well developed enough for a
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DIRECTIONS G-a

3in writing your paper on the lines below. Only what you write on pages § through
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Score Point: 6

This is a well-developed response in which the writer presents several examples of how
“a computer is a very helpful tool” (communicate with far away friends; ability to type
school work; the computer is educational). Each reason is fully elaborated with specific
details (less expensive than calling your aunt in Russia; you can backspace and print
more than one copy; latest fashion trends and political news). Strong organization is
demonstrated through the use of sophisticated transitional language, and the response
is developed enough for a “6.” '



