
MCAS Reading 
Grade 10 

C-9 “The Mooring Mast” 
 
 

Itemnumber: 280239 

Contract: 1117  

Based on the excerpt, describe the obstacles the builders of the Empire State Building 
faced in attempting to allow dirigibles to dock there. Support your answer with relevant 
and specific information from the excerpt. 

 

Scoring Guide 
Score Description 

4 

The response is a clear, complete, and accurate description of the obstacles the 
builders of the Empire State Building faced in attempting to allow dirigibles 
to dock there. The response includes relevant and specific information from 
the excerpt. 

3 

The response is a mostly clear, complete, and accurate description of the 
obstacles the builders of the Empire State Building faced in attempting to 
allow dirigibles to dock there. The response includes relevant but often 
general information from the excerpt. 

2 

The response is a partial description of the obstacles the builders of the 
Empire State Building faced in attempting to allow dirigibles to dock there. 
The response includes limited information from the excerpt and may include 
misinterpretations. 

1 

The response is a minimal description of the obstacles the builders of the 
Empire State Building faced in attempting to allow dirigibles to dock there. 
The response includes little or no information from the excerpt and may 
include misinterpretations. 
OR 
The response relates minimally to the task. 

0 
The response is totally incorrect or irrelevant, or contains insufficient 
evidence to demonstrate comprehension. 

Blank No response. 
 
Scoring Notes 
 
The obstacles to dirigible docking include: 

 Building a mast on top of the building 
 Meeting with engineers and dirigible engineers 
 Transmitting the stress of the dirigible all the way down the building; the frame 

had to be shored up to the tune of $60,000 
 Housing the winches and other docking equipment 
 Dealing with flammable gases 
 Handling the violent air currents at the top of the building 
 Confronting laws banning airships from the area 
 Getting close enough to the building without puncturing 

 
Other explanations will be accepted if supported by relevant evidence from the text. 

ssinclair
Typewritten Text

Lynn
Rectangle

Lynn
Rectangle



Contract: 1116 Reading      Booklet: 2050031749      Page: 1 of 1      Score: A4.      RespCode: RD04036
Annotation: 

ssinclair
Typewritten Text
4B



Contract: 1116 Reading      Booklet: 2050072679      Page: 1 of 1      Score: A4-      RespCode: RD04036
Annotation: 

ssinclair
Typewritten Text
4C



Contract: 1116 Reading      Booklet: 2050018048      Page: 1 of 1      Score: A3+      RespCode: RD04036
Annotation: 

ssinclair
Typewritten Text
3A




Contract: 1116 Reading      Booklet: 2050041104      Page: 1 of 1      Score: A3.      RespCode: RD04036
Annotation: 

ssinclair
Typewritten Text
3B



Contract: 1116 Reading      Booklet: 2050034491      Page: 1 of 1      Score: A3-      RespCode: RD04036
Annotation:  

ssinclair
Typewritten Text
3C



Contract: 1116 Reading      Booklet: 2050050240      Page: 1 of 1      Score: A2+      RespCode: RD04036
Annotation: 

ssinclair
Typewritten Text
2A



Contract: 1116 Reading      Booklet: 2050028057      Page: 1 of 1      Score: A2.      RespCode: RD04036
Annotation: 

ssinclair
Typewritten Text
2B



Contract: 1116 Reading      Booklet: 2050001720      Page: 1 of 1      Score: A2-      RespCode: RD04036
Annotation: 

ssinclair
Typewritten Text
2C



Contract: 1116 Reading      Booklet: 2050028384      Page: 1 of 1      Score: A1+      RespCode: RD04036
Annotation: 

ssinclair
Typewritten Text
1A



Contract: 1116 Reading      Booklet: 2050083941      Page: 1 of 1      Score: A1.      RespCode: RD04036
Annotation: 

ssinclair
Typewritten Text
1B



Contract: 1116 Reading      Booklet: 2050033893      Page: 1 of 1      Score: A1-      RespCode: RD04036
Annotation: 

ssinclair
Typewritten Text
1C



Contract: 1116 Reading      Booklet: 2050055118      Page: 1 of 1      Score: A0.      RespCode: RD04036
Annotation: 

ssinclair
Typewritten Text
0


	Rubric.pdf
	Contract: 1117 
	Based on the excerpt, describe the obstacles the builders of the Empire State Building faced in attempting to allow dirigibles to dock there. Support your answer with relevant and specific information from the excerpt.




