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Read the essay “Rough Road Ahead: Do Not Exceed Posted Speed Limit.” Then
answer Numbers

through

Do Not Exceed Posted Speed Limit

by Joe Kurma#kie

FORGET THAT OLD SAYING ABOUT NEVER
taking candy from strangers. No, a better
piece of advice for the solo cyclist would be
“Never accept travel advice from a
collection of old-timers who haven’t left the
confines of their porches since Carter! was
in office.” It's not that a group of old guys
" doesn’t know the terrain. With age comes
wisdom and all that, but the world is a fluid
place. Things change.

At a reservoir campground outside of
Lodj, California, I enjoyed the serenity of an
early-summer evening and some lively
conversation with these old codgers.? What
I'shouldn’t have done was let them have a
peek at my map. Like a foolish youth, the
next morning I followed their advice and

launched out at first light along a

4

!Carter: Jimmy Carter, President of the United
" States, 1977-1981

*codgers: eccentric men
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“shortcut” that was to slice away hours
from my ride to Yosemite National Park.

They’d sounded so sure of themselves
when pointing out landmarks and spouting
off towns I would come to along this breezy
jaunt.

Things began well enough. I rode into

‘the morning with strong legs and a smile on

my face. About forty miles into the pedal, I
arrived at the first “town.” This place might
have been a thriving little spot at one
time—say, before the last world war—but
on that morning it fit the traditional
definition of a ghost town. I chuckled,
checked my water supply, and moved on.

The sun was beginning to beat down, but I -

barely noticed it. The cool pines and
rushing rivers of Yosemite had my name
written all over them.
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Twénty miles up the road, I came to a
fork of sorts, One ramshackle shed, several

rusty pumps, and a corral that couldn’t hold

in the lamest myle greeted me. This sight
Was troubling. I had been hitting my water
bottles pretty regularly, and I wag traveling
thrdugh the high deserts of California in
June,

I got down on my hands and knees,
“working the hand]e of the rusted water
pump with all my strength. A tarlike
substance 0ozed out, followed by brackish
water feeling somewhere in the
neighborhood of two hundred degrees.
Ipumped that handle for severa] minutes,
but the water wouldn’t cool down, [t didn’t
Matter. When I tried 3 drop or two, it had
the flavor of battery acid,

- The old guys had Sworn the next town
Was only eighteen miles down the road.
I could make that! I would conserve my
water and go inward for an hour or so—a
test of my inner spirit,

Not two miles into this next section of
the ride, I noticed the terrain changing. Flat
road was replaced by short, rolling hills,
After I had Crested the first few of these, a
large highway sign jumped out at me. It
read: ROUGH rRoApD AHEAD: DO NOT EXCEED
POSTED SPEED Limr. |

The speed limit was 55 mph. I wag doing

a water-depleting 12 mph. Sometimes life
can feel so cryel.

I'toiled on. At some point, tumbleweeds
Crossed my path and a ridiculously large
snake—it really did look like 5
diamondback~blocked the majority of the
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Pavement in front of me. | eased past,

trying to keep my balance in my
dehydrated state,

The water bottles contained only a few
tantalizing sips. Wide rings of dried sweat
circled my shirt, and the growing
realization that I coyld drop from
heatstroke on a gorgeous day in June
simply because | listened to some
gentlemen who hadn' been off their porch
in decades, caused me to laugh.

It was a sad, hopeless laugh, mind you,
but at least I still hag the enérgy to feel
sorry for myself. There Was no one in sight,
not a building, car, or Structure of any king.
I'began breaking the ride down into
distances | could see on the horizon, telling
myself that if I could make it that far, I'd be
fine.

Over one long, crippling hill, 5 building
came into view: | wiped the sweat from my
€yes to make sure it wasn'y a mirage, and
tried not to get too excited. With what
I'believed was my last burst of energy,
I'maneuvered down the hill.

In an ironic twist that should please
all sadists reading this, the building—
abandoned years earlier, by the looks of it—
had been a Welch’s 'Grape Juice factory and
bottling plant. A sandblasteq picture of a
young boy pouring a refreshing glass of
juice into his mouth could still be seen,

Thung my head.

That smoky blues tune “Summertime”
rattled around in the dry honeycombs of
my deteriorating brajn,

|
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I got back on the bike, but not before
I gathered up a few pebbles and stuck them
in my mouth. I'd read once that sucking on
stones helps take your mind off thirst by
allowing what spit you have left to
circulate. With any luck I'd hit a bump and
lodge one in my throat.

It didn’t really matter. I was going to die
and the birds would pick me clean, leaving
only some expensive outdoor gear and a
diary with the last entry in praise of old
men, their wisdom, and their keen sense of
direction, I made a mental note to change
that paragraph if it looked like I was going
to lose consciousness for the last time. -

Somehow, I climbed away from the
abandoned factory of juices and dreams,
slowly gaining elevation while losing hope.
Then, as easily as rounding a bend, my

troubles, thirst, and fear were all behind me.

GARY AND WILBER'S FISH CAMP—IF YOU WANT
BAIT FOR THE BIG ONES, WE'RE YOUR BEST BET!

r

“And the only bet,” I remember
thinking,

As I stumbled into a rather modern
bathroom and drank deeply from the sink, I
had an overwhelming urge to seek out Gary
and Wilber, kiss them, and buy some bait—

any bait, even though I didn’t own arod or
reel.

An old guy sitting in a chair under some
shade nodded in my direction. Cool water
dripped from my head as slumped against
the wall beside him. '

“Where you headed in such a hurry?”
“Yosemite,” whispered.
“Know the best way to get there?” -

I watched him from the corner of my eye
for a long moment. He was even older than
the group I'd listened to in Lodj.

“Yes, sir! I own a very good map.”

And I promised myself right then that |
I'd always stick to it in the future, -

“Rough Road Ahead” by Joe Kurmaskie, from Metal Cowboy , copyright © 1999 Joe Kurmaskie. Used by permission of Breakaway

ooks.
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§  Carefully examine the details of the photograph below.

©Mark A. Johson / Corbis
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Write a response that explains how
| the features of the setting affect -

the cyclist. In your response,
include examples from the essay
that support your conclusion.

Use the space on page 16 in your
Answer Book for planning your
response. Then write your
response on the lines on page 17.
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Write your response to Number 43 on the lines below. Only what you write on

" BCR . hese lines will be scored. G-1
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Guide Response # 1
Score Level: 0

Although on topic (the cyclist in the Story’s setting), this résponse does not show
evidence of an understanding of the text or question. The support presented (affects the

Page 17
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Write your response to Number 43 on the lines below.

Only what you write on
these lines will be scored.

Guide Response # 2

Score Level: 1

This response demonstrates a minimal understanding of the text. Two brief but related
comments are presented (made it harder for the cycleist to ride; made him very thirsty).
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43 Write your response to Number 43 on the lines below. Only what you write on G-3
BCR these lines will be scored.
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Guide Response # 3

Score Level: 1

This response demonstrates a minimal understanding of the text. Several ideas are
presented (lack of water, hot weather, lack of directions) with some relevant paraphrased
text support (When the cyclist was low on water he was almost forced to drink hot
water). Although, “hot weather” is a correct idea, this idea is followed with a misreading
(caused him to see a juice factory which was a mirage). A repeated, but unexplained idea
is given (The lack of directions made him go farther than he was going). The last idea is

partially correct (in the end he found a bait place) and partially incorrect (got directions to
get their faster).
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3 1T VYrite your response to N

umber 43 on the lines below, Only what you write
BCR these lines will be scored, -

on

Y
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Guide Response # 4

Score Level: 1+

|
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43 Write your response to Number 43 on the lines below, Only what you write on G-5
BCR these lines will be scored.

’Y‘\cm%\c\ox«t the Story , the awThor kecomes
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Guide Respdnse #5

Score Level: 2

This response demonstrates a partial understanding of the text. Several appropriate ideas
concerning how the setting affected the cyclist (becomes exhausted; more and more
thirsty; makes him even more hopeless) are discussed. Expressed (The path had snakes,-
tumbleweeds; he sees an abandoned Juice factory) and some implied information (made it
hard for a cyclist to make his way through; there is nowhere to get water from; the irony;
The setting is perfectly arranged for everything to simply go wrong) shows an
understanding that moves beyond a minimal interpretation of the question and text.
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43 Write your response to Number 43 on the lines below, Only what you write on G-6
these lines will be scored.
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Guide Respﬁnse #6

Score Level: 2

This response demonstrates a partial understanding of the text. The student agrees that the
setting affects the cyclist in “various ways”. These ideas are listed (was full of
confidence; the cyclist mood quickly changes from optimistic into desperation; he is
releified) and supported through text quotes (“Things began well enough. I rode into the
morning with strong legs and a smile on my face.”) and paraphrasing (while riding
through the pines of Yosemit Park; he pedals through snakes; the cyclist finds water),
therefore representing a score level 2 response.

g;
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43 Write ydur résponse to Number 43 op the lines below. Only what you write on - G-7
BCR these lines will be scored. '

e cycliet started e _]ou&% worHh confidence Je
ol MU ahd  oletermainodtivn . He

wre qiven 4 wn o old wen. vouto whichh wos
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Guide Response # 7

Score Level: 2+

didn’t believe). These ideas are only partially supporte
the route given to him by the old men — shortcut; cam
atown; “At some point.. -majority of the pavement”; saw the fish cam
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43 Write your response to Number 43 on the lines below. Only what you write on
BCR these lines will be scored.
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Guide Response # 8

Score Level: 3-

This response demonstrates an understanding of the complexities of the text. The various
settings of the story (the morning is cool; he sees a “traditional ghost town”; the sun; the
road changes; the water runs out; sun gets hotter) along with how the cyclist is affected
(probably worries him; his confidence drops again and again; he fears; morale decreases;
loses hope; gains hope; hangs his head in sorrow) is discussed through a balance of text
references (“as he rides with strong legs and a smile on his face”; “beginning to beat
down”; he sees a snake; “dropping from a heatstroke”; the old men he got directions from
were wrong; site of the building; building is run down and abandoned) and an implied
interpretation of the text (supposed to provide water; probably...because...when...but
then...) which moves beyond a literal meaning of the story and question.
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43 Write your response to Number 43 on the lines below. Only what Youwriteon G -0
BCR these lines will be scored,

RV . }
. vt oo WS Waua vy G At fee SVosthng , ¥
T pownp Qw 9

g e s Comdinu UACEASRl Y oo Y Iy
S"VY&NYJ\Q}( Ay N thicck pen- waler %»dwy&vahm
Uy net 1%]5 40 Llod 12 (ro v S)m\L wa,y T(,_}\r‘otflrg;‘_
ST bl Lo CAY PINGL vis o< wnoce . Rrocnim
— POSGi ¢ LALLM, s Pl one cursbpy) BT T
UICKY (a.cc(eg “ L/\:(J? FAte Y™’ fons out 1o ot Aoeindopel,
Ad| AT g Aty e eﬂg. :(/0 dq;w;/ ahy, ovels < Pvat .
Ak eyt ovnest AL P Vopr. Je 0CAOt  ain chats,
He thas Vein (-efo(,(ou_gty Veoten \O\{ viLvU;/ S&x/fVM"vJ“’t‘}r
L CGPPROT 65 (& (0 5 faud 4o e a1 firne bmtm'%
VRO, A'W«&@l'\ e "‘GVE; hy wad d(.\pg_k‘_,, W il
Cotimuey on o 20440 € dyapeintvaemt. —un Aty e
e, Wltatey o MDOVIE . Sipve et g gty
pd  dan s, F.m_lly thmm /hu Saqivatte, . by
: Igo'{\ulw 5&41(\/9_))\/14/3; MJVOP& A d rULeF- 1C 7’

ALL\\S‘E Ao g {nhm(\! vk S Ly A +thvinsh
ot .



Lynn
Rectangle


Guide Response # 9

Score Level: 3

In this response demonstrating an understanding of the complexities of the text,
the student extends and clarifies understanding beyond the literal by describing

the setting as “as formidable an opponent as the actual workout” (setting

becomes harsher and harsher; town, sun beating down, cruel pump, flat terrain

continue, pummeled by. his surroundings, hopes were crushed). About the
setting and the efffects on the cyclist, the student insightfully writes, “All these
events are enough to destroy anyone’s spirit. The cyclist almost gives up hope

-to accept certain death. ‘He has been ferociously beaten by his very

surroundings.” The student acknowledges a “twist of fate” as the cyclist
encounters his ‘salvation” in a thriving store and experiences “new hope and

relief.” The student concludes , .. . the cyclist has finally survived his trek
through nature.”
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Write youlf response to Number 43 on the lines below, Only what you write on

these lines will be scored.
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Write your response to Number 43 on
these lines will be scored.

the lines below. Only what you write on T§ 1 -2 ’
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. YYTIte your response to Number 43 op the li

nes below. Only what you write on TG -3
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43 Write your response to Numb
BCR these lines will be scored.
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43 Write your response to Number 43 on the lines below. Only what you write on TS1 -5
BCR these lines will be scored. ' :
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43 Write your response to Number 43 on the lines below. Only what you writcon {16 ¢

4 BCR these lmes will be scored

!\V\/Q 5&'\"(\% %GCQ\L \{\W\ '\(\A 3

TN

| Lew LS OM, o i u)a\/) e

| T=r YR sk won feel onrsc For el

4_1

NN W gon TC o el 550 "Ragn

| R .. . Yoyeek Wee@? s )\L%:ekt‘ S@N‘&\)

eroUst e I weads  oend ne (TN

Y)) o0 Rogiee AV |3 whm T gpeet Timr -

[ X es M Pt v 0B T
| NP T e s A% Jo\CQ

'P>c~\~mr\ _WNen he OS Pac e, Thoge

EININES S R F{D&oﬂs T setings

| é%ﬁd W\

-
[ SN N SN WL IR N B

|}
-
.
-
-
-
-
-
-
"
]
-
-
-
[ ]
-
-
-
-
-
-m
-
a
-
-

\ -

!

e |
-
-
-
-
-
|
E
-
-
-
-
-
-
"
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
[ ]
-~
-
-
-



Lynn
Rectangle


AL
43 Write your response to Number 43 on the lines below. Only what you write on 151 '
BCR these lines will be scored. '
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Write your response to Number 43 on the lines below. Only what you wrlte on TS1 -9
BCR

these lines will be scored.
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43 Write your response to Number 43 on the lines below. Only what you write on T82-1
BCR these lines will be scored. '

r

th rh 7.z,em>c Nz\hm«/ Yole v ome of bl gines anl crysra}
blwe SHtams  Vur dhis 5 ~ut so_foe the wrd Hr Al el 1
daleen. Tk road e deseriled w4l book  wus ore ol Lo d re‘ﬂlﬁ?f%
‘1’”“"1 Jlammllac fmi{fﬁ@ and abund sac bu !J Tag wrd 45 2>
TLS A de 't one. Lul -/-ryp ad 45 Al prgvi'd{d ay U%r
o Ue cvo/:ﬁ« who hel no m&c/ Ths s haw A

fearur(s  of 4l Setting  nere  decerdbed and hgw @
2y A

eftecle] ha cyclist,

Ja v Spry, 04 o} (xad Pb‘s;el Sperd lmfr *Lx auwrher  enconnie s
77 f .
A Q/U\‘hﬁ 0\-’\2 \}'\6/“ {O‘\J C(’\J' S(x""b/\’ owl— /V’\ )/Ogcm, n*‘ /{r\,«}{ :



Lynn
Rectangle


43 Write your response to Number 43 on the lmes below. Only what you wrlte on T82~ 2

BCR these lines will be scored
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y what you write on TSZ "3

43 Write your response to Number 43 on the lines below. Onl
BCR ~ these lines will be scored.
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BCR

Write your response to Number 43 on the lines below. Only what you write on TSZ 4
these lines will be scored.
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43 Write your response to Number 43 on the lines below. Only what you write on T’S 2 :
BCR these lines will be scored. -5
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43 Write your response to Number 43 on the lmes below. Only what you write on TS
3CR  these lines will be scored. : 2 6
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43 Write your response to Number 43 on the lines below. Only what you write on _
BCR these lines will be scored.
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43 Write your response to Number 43 on the lines below. Only what you write on TS?-’B
BCR these lines will be scored.
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43

BCR

Wvrite your response to Number 43 on the lines below. Only what you write on TSZ 9
these lines will be scored.
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43 Write your response to Number 43 on the lines below. Only what you wrlte on
BCR - these lines will be scored.

&
-~ Z. 2, ,,.'A

1S eCondprdmly N
&—a%o&,k ad™ R&‘
e U0-~\ Sty pmk.
@rdive Lo

_Cemtin e Chss DN QQ‘“%\*\



Lynn
Rectangle




