
 
 

MCAS Reading 2010 
Grade 8 

 
C-24 “Narciso Rodriguez” 

Itemnumber: 272837 

Contract: 1117  

Describe the mood created by the author in the memoir. Support your answer with 
relevant and specific information from the memoir. 

 

Scoring Guide 

Score Description 

4 
The response is a clear, complete, and accurate description of the mood 
created by the author. The response includes relevant and specific 
information from the memoir. 

3 
The response is a mostly clear, complete, and accurate description of the 
mood created by the author The response includes relevant but often general 
information from the memoir. 

2 
The response is a partial description of the mood created by the author The 
response includes limited information from the memoir and may include 
misinterpretations. 

1 

The response is a minimal description of the mood created by the author The 
response includes little or no information from the memoir and may include 
misinterpretations. 
OR 
The response relates minimally to the task. 

0 
The response is incorrect or irrelevant or contains insufficient information to 
demonstrate comprehension. 

Blank No response. 

 
Scoring Notes: 
 
The response should describe a mood of gratitude, love, or any similar appreciative 
mood. The response may include, but is not limited to: 

 in paragraph 2: the author says he is “eternally grateful” to his parents for instilling 
in him a love of cooking. He also credits them for his appreciation of Cuban music 
“which I adore to this day.” In general he notes their having made an inviting home 
filled with “endless celebrations” out of “modest” means. 

 in paragraph 3: the author credits his parents for instilling in him a great sense of 
“family” due to the “environment” they created. This sense of family extended to 
everyone in a time when the larger world was uninviting. 

 in paragraph 4: the author mentions his family’s generosity in allowing others to 
stay with them and notes its reciprocal nature 
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 in paragraph 5, the author recognizes that his parents came to America “selflessly” 
in order to “give their children a better life.” He details their challenges and 
obstacles and observes that they “endured.” 

 

 in paragraph 6, the author states, “I will always be grateful to my parents for their 
love and sacrifice. I’ve often told them that what they did was a much more 
courageous thing than I could have ever done.” He mentions his admiration and 
having thanked them yet admits that he has, “no way to express my gratitude.” 

 in paragraph 7, the author states, “I will never forget that house or its gracious 
neighborhood or the many things I learned there about how to love. I will never 
forget how my parents turned this simple house into a home.” 

 

In conclusion, the author creates an appreciative mood by describing all of the things he 
is grateful for including his parents and the home they made for him. 

 
Other interpretations are acceptable if supported by relevant evidence from the text.  
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