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Grade 10: Narrative (Example of a “High” paper)
Title: “The Jump”

Topic: “If you want a place in the sun, you will have to expect some blisters.” Tell
a true story about a time when this quote was true for you or someone you know.

SCORES AND COMMENTARY (Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Writing Scoring Guide):

Ideas and Content: 5 The writing is clear, focused and interesting, and it holds the
reader’s attention. The writing is characterized by supporting, relevant, and
carefully selected details about Jordan’s attempt “to get his place in the sun” by jumping
off a bridge into the water below. The writing makes connections and shares insights
when Jordan’s motivation to fit in results in his death, leaving “blisters” on his parents
and friends.

Organization: 5 The order and structure are strong and move the reader through
the text. The writing is characterized by effective chronological sequencing and
paragraph breaks. An inviting beginning draws the reader in with its insights about
being accepted in life, and the resolution is satisfying as it ties in with the beginning.
Details fit where placed, and effective transitions exist among all elements.

Voice: 6 The writer has chosen a voice appropriate for the topic, purpose, and
audience. The writer demonstrates deep commitment to the topic, and there is an
exceptional sense of “writing to be read.” The writer seems to be aware of the reader
and of how to communicate the message most effectively.

Word Choice: 5 Words convey the intended message in an interesting, precise,
and natural way appropriate to audience and purpose. The writing is
characterized by vocabulary that is natural and not overdone and words that evoke
clear images, e.g., “infinite silence,” “pleading and shaking my head,” and “white
gargantuan cantilever bridge.”

Sentence Fluency: 5 The writing has an easy flow and rhythm. The writing is
characterized by a natural, fluent sound and sentence structure that enhances
meaning (“Then he jumped.”). The dialogue sounds natural (“Here I go!”).

Conventions: 5 The writing demonstrates strong control of standard writing
conventions and uses them effectively to enhance communication. The writing is
characterized by effective use of punctuation that guides the reader through the text,
e.g. dialogue. Correct spelling, capitalization, grammar and usage all contribute to clarity
and style. Conventions support readability.









Grade 10: Narrative (Example of a “Medium High” paper)
Title: “High Jumping”

Topic: “If you want a place in the sun, you will have to expect some blisters.” Tell
a true story about a time when this quote was true for you or someone you know.

SCORES AND COMMENTARY (Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Writing Scoring Guide):

Ideas and Content: 5 The writing is clear, focused and interesting. Main ideas
stand out and are developed by supporting details suitable to audience and purpose.
The writing is characterized by an exploration of the topic that makes connections
and shares insights about a freshman versus senior track experience, especially about
whether the freshman would act the same as the senior due to jealousy.

Organization: 4 Organization is clear and coherent. Order and structure are
present with clear sequencing and paragraph breaks. The writing is characterized
by a recognizable, developed beginning that is not particularly inviting, and a
developed conclusion that repeats the quote from the prompt which is almost too
obvious. The body is easy to follow, and overall the organization helps the reader
despite some weaknesses.

Voice: 5 The writer demonstrates commitment to the topic, and there is a sense of
“writing to be read.” The writer seems to be aware of the reader, and the reader can
discern the writer behind the words.

Word Choice: 5 Words convey the intended message in an interesting, precise, and
natural way appropriate to audience and purpose. The writing is characterized by
accurate, specific words that energize the writing, e.g., “subdued jeering,” “wary
respect,” and “amateur freshman.”

Sentence Fluency: 5 Sentences are carefully crafted with strong and varied
structure that makes expressive oral reading easy and enjoyable. Variation in
sentence structure, length, and beginnings add interest to the text (“Determined not
to give in” and “What bothers me most is my curiosity.”). Effective dialogue could have
contributed to a 6 in this trait.

Conventions: 5 The writing demonstrates strong control of standard writing
conventions. Correct use of punctuation, spelling, capitalization, and grammar and
usage support readability and leave little need for editing. A wider range of
conventions attempted could raise this score to a 6.









Grade 10: Narrative (Example of a “Medium” paper)
Title: “Student Counsil”

Topic: “If you want a place in the sun, you will have to expect some blisters.” Tell
a true story about a time when this quote was true for you or someone you know.

SCORES AND COMMENTARY (Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Writing Scoring Guide):

Ideas and Content: 4 The writing is clear and focused, and the reader can easily
understand the main idea about running for tenth grade student body president. The
writing is characterized by supporting details that are relevant but they are not
particularly insightful.

Organization: 4 Organization is clear and coherent. Order and structure are
present but are somewhat formulaic. Clear sequencing and paragraph breaks help
the reader. The beginning starts out with a general statement and introduces the friend
who runs for tenth grade student body president, and the conclusion, like the introduction,
refers to the quote from the prompt. The body is easy to follow with details that fit
where placed.

Voice: 5 The writer has chosen a voice appropriate for the topic, and there is a
sense of “writing to be read.” The writer seems to be aware of the reader, and the
reader can discern the writer behind the words. The writing is expressive and sincere as
it retells how Damon ran for office and won by sixteen votes.

Word Choice: 4 Words effectively convey the intended message. The writer
employs a variety of words that are functional and appropriate to audience and
purpose, e.g., “endless responsibilities,” “expertise,” and “dirty politics.”

Sentence Fluency: 4 The writing flows. Sentence patterns are somewhat varied,
contributing to ease in oral reading. The writing is characterized by some repeated
patterns of sentence structure, length, and beginnings that detract somewhat from
overall impact.

Conventions: 4- The writing demonstrates control of standard writing
conventions. The writing is characterized by correct end-of-sentence punctuation;
internal punctuation is sometimes incorrect. Spelling is usually correct but errors
begin to distract the reader. Occasional lapses in correct grammar and usage are not
severe enough to distort meaning or confuse the reader. Overall, the conventions
errors do not impede readability.






Grade 10: Narrative (Example of a “Medium Low” paper)
Title: “A New Truck”

Topic: “If you want a place in the sun, you will have to expect some blisters.” Tell
a true story about a time when this quote was true for you or someone you know.

SCORES AND COMMENTARY (Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Writing Scoring Guide):

Ideas and Content: 4- The writing is clear and focused, and the reader can easily
understand the main idea. Support is present although it is limited. The writer tells
just enough about missing Homecoming to save money to buy a truck to score a low 4.

Explaining the reasons for having to pay for everything but food would have provided a
more interesting and balanced paper.

Organization: 4- Organization is clear and coherent, and order and structure are
present. The sequencing is clear and paragraph breaks are correct. The beginning and
ending are recognizable but not particularly inviting. Overall, the organization is
almost skeletal which accounts for the low 4 score.

Voice: 4 The writer seems committed to the topic, and there is a sense of “writing
to be read.” In places, the writing is expressive and sincere (“Painful as this is, its
worth it” and “I couldn’t be happier because of my new truck.”).

Word Choice: 3 Language lacks precision and variety. The writer does not
employ a variety of words, producing a sort of “generic” paper filled with familiar
words and phrases. Slang is not effective (“sucked”). Words are accurate and work
but rarely capture the reader’s interest.

Sentence Fluency: 3 The writing tends to be mechanical rather than fluid. The
writing is characterized by some variety in sentence structure but little variety in
length. Sentences are functional but lack energy.

Conventions: 3 The writing demonstrates limited control of standard writing
conventions. End-of-sentence punctuation is usually correct, but internal
punctuation contains frequent errors. Spelling errors distract the reader, and
misspellings of common words occur, e.g., “somone,” “they’v,” and “anyways.” Most
of the contractions are missing apostrophes. A significant need for editing exists.






Grade 10: Narrative (Example of a “Low” paper)
Title: “A Job Makes You Pay”

Topic: “If you want a place in the sun, you will have to expect some blisters.” Tell
a true story about a time when this quote was true for you or someone you know.

SCORES AND COMMENTARY (Phrases in bold are taken from the Official Writing Scoring Guide):

Ideas and Content: 3- The reader can understand the main ideas, but they are
simplistic and the result is not effective. Supporting detail is often limited and overly
general. The writing is characterized by difficulties moving from general observations
about going to school to get a job to specifics about how to reach that goal.

Organization: 3- An attempt has been made to organize the writing; however, the
overall structure is skeletal. The writing is sequenced chronologically and paragraph
breaks are attempted. The beginning is undeveloped and the conclusion doesn’t really
complement the beginning. Transitions are used do help the reader through the piece.

Voice: 4 A voice is present. The writer seems committed to the topic, and in places,
the writing is sincere. The reader can glimpse the writer behind the words.

Word Choice: 3 Language lacks precision and variety, producing a sort of
“generic” paper filled with familiar words and phrases. The words work and are
accurate but not purposeful.

Sentence Fluency: 3 The writing tends to be mechanical rather than fluid.
Occasional awkward constructions force the reader to slow down or reread (“Since
I started high school, this is my secont year.”). The writing is characterized by good
control over simple sentence structures but little control over more complex sentences.

Conventions: 2 The writing demonstrates little control of standard writing
conventions. The writing is characterized by many end-of-sentence punctuation
errors, frequent internal punctuation errors, spelling errors that frequently distract
the reader, incorrect capitalization, and errors in grammar and usage (“You got to start
somewere.”). Frequent, significant errors impede readability.



